A love Letter to
Jerusalem

L. “Put the piety into my bone”
It was the Sabbath the first day when I came to Jerusalem.

In Sabbath, the whole city is just like an empty city. There
are few public transports in the street; all the shops are
closed. The only building which still lighted is the synagogue.
All the Jews in Jerusalem are in the synagogue that day.

Jerusalem is not a golden vocation city; it is like a
grave scar, which pressed to your heart. Nothing is worth
photographing here, if you just want to take some beautiful
sights home. However, everything here is worth“listening”.
Even a stone, a sand might appeared in the Bible, even a tree
here was born the same year with Jesus. Jerusalem is like an
old man, there are too many signs flowing in his eyes. He is
an antiquity, and also a dignity.

In Jerusalem, there is always empty in front of a symbol
landscape; you are free to take a photo and no one would
bother you. However, I can always find some crowded
corners: maybe under a tree, maybe in a nook of a stone
cavern. There are many people sitting in these corners,
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reading the Bible and praying
silently. At that time, I always
cannot help standing quietly for
long. Even taking a photo would
appear to be an imposition. People
really need such time to stay with
God, with the nature, with their
thoughts and with their sorrow.

The piety which human beings
lack can be filled here. In Jerusalem,
the piety would become an instinct
for everyone.

Put the piety into my bone, the
bone would bloom the day I die.

II. “The bullet in the gun is my
belief”

If you said Jerusalem is the
center of the religious conflict in
the world, the mountain of the
temple must be the center of the
religious conflict in Jerusalem. It
is an obsolete holy place for both
Muslim and Christian.

It was the Tisha B'Av day I went
to the mountain of the temple.
According to the Bible, the temple
was destroyed that day twice.

Before coming into the mountain,
we are told that each visitor should
remember the place of the refuge.
The conflict and even fight may
appear at any time, visitors should
leave for a near refuge at once.
It made me nervous when I saw
a group of Muslim arguing with
a group of Jews intensely. And
immediately, some soldiers came
and they stated to push and shove.



35



Actually, there are lots of soldiers and police garrisoned with their weapons
in the mountain. All of them are very young. The sun shone in their resolute
faces, their sweats are just like many lights. I also still remember on our way to
Palestine, there are some flags of Israel beside the road, each flag represents one
soldier who sacrificed here.

Some people choose to pray for the land, and some people choose to take
up arms to protect this land. Maybe they have different religious beliefs; they
choose to believe in the peace when they choose to sacrifice their life.

III. “I will live by my sorrow”

The Western Wall in Jerusalem is the holy center for Jews, sacred because it
is a remnant of the Herodian retaining wall that once enclosed and supported
the Second Temple. It has also been called the "Wailing Wall" by European
observers because for centuries Jews have gathered here to lament the loss of
their temple.

Still today, hundreds of thousands of Jews would come here with their
families to pray for their land and their own life in front of the Wailing Wall,
especially at Tisha B'Av day.

I believe that people’s emotions can interact with each other in an
environment.

When I walk close to The Wailing Wall, I can feel a grievous sorrow
appearing in my heart.

Actually, sorrow is a romantic word. A person would connect with the
universe when feeling sorrowful. Romain Rolland pointed out such view in his
novel Jean Christophe: Come on, if you know there is not only you who feel
painful in this world, your pain would be lesson, and the hope would appear
again.

Jerusalem is a city which is full of sorrow, and Jews is a nation which is full
of suffering. Still now, in Israel, I can feel a kind of bitter lapsed into the land.
And The Wailing Wall becomes an aggregate of Jews’ sorrow. However, sorrow
is really a kind of power, which gathers a nation, a belief and a country.

When I looked back again before leaving The Wailing Wall, there were many
Jews who kneeled by the Wall and prayed with tears, I could feel their sorrow.
But there is only sorrow, not weakness, not depression and loneliness. They will
live by their sorrow.

They said: “you could leave. And we are staying here for praying, until the
day of rebuilding the temple.”
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